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I remember once a journalist asked
me if I could sum up in two or three
lines my aims for the Tourism
Delegation, which I had just been
appointed to. The truth is that, since
this appointment,  I had spent hours
jotting down hundreds of ideas
running through my mind, trying to
give some shape to the ambitions I
had for the city of Malaga and its
tourism industry. I could have
referred to these notes, but instead I

recalled a recent trip I had made
with my wife, and answered: “Our
aim is to create a destination that
exceeds the expectations of the
tourists who come here.” Now,
almost two years later, I can say
that we have achieved some of these
ends, or so we are told in the latest
figures from the Malaga City
Tourist Observation office.
According to these figures, the
majority of tourists to the city leave

very satisfied with their visit –
more than they had expected – and
with a desire to return again soon.
And best of all, they would
recommend a visit to their family
and friends.

I believe that all of us, both in the
public and private sectors, are
capable of continuing to improve,
little by little, a product that
exceeds out clients’ expectations.
We call this product ‘Málaga ciudad
genial,’, which could be translated
as ‘The Wonderful City of Malaga’,
and we believe it is far ahead of
what is on offer by our main
competitors. When a tourist buys
our product, he or she expects to
enjoy it. That is to say, they are
expecting to enjoy a complete
experience, with all the
complementary products and
services inherent in it. Such an
experience is judged, not only on
the price paid for it, but on the
overall level of satisfaction of the
client when the experience ends, by
comparison with comparable
destinations elsewhere. In short,
the edge Malaga undoubtedly has
over other tourism destinations is
measured by the level of enjoyment
this experience brings with it. The
key to attaining this level of client
satisfaction lies in constantly
improving the product, in
continuing to ensure that the best
form of advertising - word of mouth
– continues to work, in the
promotion and advertising
campaigns by both the Tourism
Delegation and private institutions
and professionals in the sector.
Tourists tend to judge their
experiences of a place against their
initial expectations of it, and if the
balance is not position, they lose
interest in a destination and
discourage others to visit it. But if
experience exceeds expectation,
then everybody wins. I believe that
by providing unforgettable
experiences for our visitors, we can
guarantee the success of our
policies over the years to come.

“We aim to ensure
that visitors return”

ELÍAS BENDODO. Promoting the attractions of Malaga. / SUR

W E L C O M E  T O  M A L A G A

Elías Bendodo Deputy Mayor for Tourism

“Most visitors
recommend 
Malaga to   
their friends” 

M
ALAGA City can boasts an
ancient and glorious past, a
vibrant present and an
exciting future, because it

takes good care of past and future
right now. Its historical heritage
has always been a major attraction,
and evolution and restoration have
always been top priorities for the
city administrators. With the
campaign for the naming of Malaga
as the European Culture Capital
2016 well underway, the city is
taking excellent care of its
immediate cultural future, but it is
also planning a city that future
generations - both those visit it and
live in it - may enjoy to the full.   

The growth experienced by the
city has seen a constant increase in
demand for all manner of
infrastructure, especially with
regard to transport, in terms of
linking Malaga city and province
with the outside world (Andalucía,
Spain, Europe…) Now, with the
AVE (High Speed Train) to Cordoba
and Madrid up and running,
Malaga City has become a key point
on one of the most advanced rail
systems in the world.

Malaga is a major port of entry
for the biggest cruise liners in the
world, and ambitius works are
underway to modernise the port by
building a 13,700-square-metre pas-
senger terminal to enable some
5,000 passengers to disembark. 

Malaga Airport, the principal port
of entry for the Costa del Sol, has
doubled its passengers numbers in
a decade, going from 6.6 million in
1996 to 13 million  last year.  The
estimated number of passengers for
2015 is 20 million, rising to 24
million by 2020. But with a new
passenger terminal, a second
runway and other works of
infrastructure, Malaga Airport is
set to become one of the most
important in Southern Europe. 

High tech
The establishment of the
Andalusian Technological Park in
Malaga was a key step in securing
the technological future of the city .
Now, Malaga City may well be on
its way towards becoming the
Silicon Valley of continental
Europe, with plans underfoot to
build a control and management
tower close the Technological Park
aimed at providing wi-fi coverage
to 80 per cent of the Malaga City
and converting  it into the biggest
wi-fi city in Spain, along with the
creation of a research, scientific
study and R+D facility backed by
more than 50 companies and
institutions. It is hoped that this
project will attract top
technological companies from all
over the world in the years to come.

An eye on the future
Planning for generations to come  

TECHNOLOGICAL PARK. The economic future of Malaga City is based on its ability to compete at the highest levels. / SUR

MALAGA AIRPORT. On its way towards becoming one of the biggest and best in Southern Europe. / SUR



A
SK Spaniards to name the most
fun festival in Spain, and some
will answer ‘Seville.’ But that
is because they have not yet

been to Malaga’s annual feria, taking
place every August and attracting
fun-seekers from all over Andalucía
and beyond.  Ask about the most
emotive Holy week celebrations and
the answer may well be in the same

vein. The fact is, few cities in this
country can boast such a level of  fun
and grandeur as the city of Malaga.
Both provide a break from routine
and responsibility, in which the
concept of time ceases to exist. 

The first major celebration of the
year is Holy Week, which takes place
at Easter. Described once as pure the-
atre, the event principally combines

the commemoration of the death of
Christ, with the celebration of life.
For a week the city is taken over with
processions of the amazing effigies
from the city’s many churches,
accompanied by penitents, devotees,
and brass bands. Images of the Christ
and the Virgin Mary are transported
on gold or silver covered floats known
in Spanish as ‘tronos’, through the

The August 
fair is the 
highlight of 
the season
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streets on the shoulders of the bearers
for as long as eight hours. Some six or
seven processions wind their way
through the streets from Palm
Sunday to Easter Sunday, telling
much of the Easter story. One of the
most amazing sights of the celebra-
tion is the image of thousands of bare-
footed or blindfolded followers walk-
ing silently behind the image of
Christ, pleading for favours or giving
thanks. One of the most moving of the
traditions is the releasing of a prison-
er, which dates back several centuries
to when a group of prisoners volun-
teered to carry the image of Christ
when the procession was in danger of
being called off due to an outbreak of
cholera. The prisoner chosen for
release has to have served half his
sentence, have a good behaviour
record, and not be a convict of a crime
of great violence.   

Feria fun
The August fair (feria) is perhaps the
highlight of the year in Malaga. Every
day during the fair, from midday
onwards, the city transforms into an
invitation to excitement and festivity.
All its streets, with Calle Larios
acting as host, become the focal point
and an obligatory port of call for both

locals and visitors.
Music takes on a fundamental role

in each and every one of the events
that can be enjoyed in the streets and
squares of the city centre, such as the
“Fiesta de Verdiales” (traditional
dancing) in Calle Larios and Plaza del
Obispo, or the “International Folklore
Festival” in Plaza de la Marina.

And for the little ones, there is the
“Magic Fair”, with multiple activities
to excite their imagination and cre-
ativity, all of them designed with the
common denominator of ensuring
that the kids have fun.

In the bars, cafeterias and booths
mounted for the duration, one can
savour the generous wines of the
land, accompanied with a great vari-
ety of tapas. It should be noted that
Malaga Town Hall strictly regulates
and controls the prices charged, both
in the fair in the centre and in the fair-
ground, and that during these days,
intensive public health and hygiene
programmes are implemented in
order to ensure that everyone can
enjoy the Fair fully assured that they
will neither end up out of pocket nor
out of health.

Excitement, colour and brilliance
are inherent characteristics of the
fair, in which a succession of the most

typical images can be seen in every
street of the Historical Quarter of the
city. Visitors will feel just as much a
part of it as the Malaga people and,
without a doubt, they will be fascinat-
ed by the beauty of the fair.

Carnival time
The carnivals are eminently popular
festivities that date back to the times
when Lent was observed.

Their basic components are: fancy
dress, murgas (street musician
bands), comparsas (procession
groups), quartets, choirs, carriages
and dancing, all with a mixture of
imagination and irony used to criti-
cise some things and discover some

truths. Malaga had a long tradition of
carnivals, until 1932, when they were
only held for two days, due to the
unemployment and famine of the
time. The atmosphere was hostile and
the festivities and the park presented
a desolate aspect that contrasted with
the hustle and bustle and enthusiasm
of other years. In 1935 they disap-
peared altogether and were not held
again until 1980.

The celebrations last for 10 days,
around Ash Wednesday, although in
the preceding weeks the carnival is
in the air with get-togethers to eat
thick soups and cabbage stews,
organised by some of the groups,
and the preliminary selection of
choirs and singing bands for the
Carnival contests. On the Friday,
the grand final of these is held at the
Cervantes Theatre; on the Saturday
the god and goddess of the Carnivals
are chosen, followed by a street
parade. On the Sunday, the grand
carnival parade takes place, with
different groups performing on
stage, and on Saturday the Carnival
Ball is held. Finally, the Grand
Procession of Mourning and Burial
of the Anchovy, held on the Sunday,
marks the end of the Carnivals, fol-
lowed by fireworks on the seashore. 

Festival fun
in Malaga City
The biggest events of the year

L O C A L  F E S T I V A L S

Anything    
goes at 
Malaga’s 
carnival 

THE PLACE TO BE. A fireworks display marks the start of the fair. / SUR

CHEERS. Fairgoers in traditional dress get into the party spirit. / SUR PROCESSION. Hundreds line the streets to watch the celebrations. / SUR PARTY TIME. The carnival. / SUR

EASTER. Families gather to watch the processions. / SUR



T
HEY say in Malaga that if one
spits on the ground,
something grows. The magic
combination of sun, rain,

fertile soil and mountainous
landscape may not be suitable for
large-scale cereal farming, but it is
perfect for the cultivation of fruit
and vegetables, and, of course, for
the noble art of gardening.

Curiously, many of the great
gardens around Malaga City are the
work of enthusiastic foreigners,
partly, one supposes, because they
had both the time and money to
realise their dreams in this warm
southern climate.

The oldest gardens in Malaga are
found on the outskirts of the city,
such as El Retiro de Fray Alonso de

Churriana, where the pond and
Bishop’s Orchard date from 1669.
However, the most interesting
gardens in this park are the garden
of La Sirena with a splendid
avocado tree, the garden of La
Cascada and the Ría, all dating
from the 18th century, and the
latter with a lovely avenue of
cypresses.

Almost 
everything 
grows in this 
warm climate 
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These gardens are an excellent
example of private gardening.
Nearby lies La Cónsula, a 19th
century garden, the most sober of
all those in Malaga, which
surrounds a recently restored
building with lovely old trees. 

The Hacienda de San José is to be
found on the road to Granada,
dating from the end of the 18th
century. It has an outstanding royal
palm tree, Roystonea regia, brought
from Cuba, in the middle of two
large Norfolk Island Araucarias.

La Concepción
On the same road is La Concepción,
with exuberant vegetation and an
impressive collection of palm trees.
The most remarkable one is the
Chilean palm, Jubaea chilensis,
because of its originality. There are
also good specimens of Ficus, many
sub-tropical flowering plants,
including Strelitzia nicolai over
four metres high and Alpima
cerumbet with large flowers.

The Park of Malaga has the best
collection of tropical and sub-
tropical ornamental flowers in the
peninsula, with spectacular palm
trees, particularly the
Washingtonias near the Customs
House, excellent examples of large
Kentias, Arcantophoenix and
Caryota.

Not far away, in Muelle de
Heredia, there is an example of that
very rare tree, the "bottle tree",
Chorisia insignis, beside the lovely
Ficus retusa avenue of La Alameda,
where there is a curious date palm
with nine trunks. The gardens of La
Alcazaba, Puerta Oscura (dark
door) and Monte de Gibralfaro are
also worth mentioning.

English cemetery
The English cemetery is a place the
casual passer-by would easily miss
if not on the look-out for it, but look-
ing out for it is worth the effort.
Now almost in the city centre and
very close to the bullring, it was
originally built on the outskirts of
the city, and was the first
Protestant cemetery in Spain. It is a
beautiful, secluded garden of his-
torical interest, and is still used for
the interment of ashes after crema-
tion. In the centre stands St.
George’s Church, used by the local
English-speaking population. 

Puerta Oscura
Gerrero Strachan designed the
Puerta Oscura Gardens (Dark
Entrance Gardens), occupying the
southern slopes at the foot of
Gibralfaro, in 1943, transforming a
rugged slope into a succession of
terraces, paths and small pergolas
that surprise and delight visitors to
the city. The National Architecture
Journal of the time described them
as “summing up the characteristics
of the southern garden with the
means available in the locality,”
going on the say that “the former is
resolved using a stepped
configuration, following the slope
of the hill of the Alcazaba, and its
most outstanding features are the
colours of the different plant
species, laid out in skilful
combination with the architectural
elements.”

They not only harmonise
beautifully with the walls of the
Alcazaba, which they frame, but
also form part of an exceptional
garden ensemble, together with the
Pedro Alonso Gardens, the Park,
the head gardener's house and the
Customs House.

Malaga City and
its green spaces
Exotic trees, plants and flowers

T H E  G A R D E N S  I N  A N D  A R O U N D  M A L A G A

St George’s 
Church is     
in Malaga’s 
English 
Cemetery

Malaga Park  
is best known
for its 
magnificent 
collection of 
palm trees   

HISTORIC. The English Cemetery. / SUR

GREENERY. The Puerta Oscura gardens. / SUR BREATHTAKING. Malaga’s green areas can be enjoyed both in summer and winter. Above, La Concepción / SUR

NEW LOOK. The park has recently been renovated. / SUR

COLOUR. Flowers in bloom. / SUR
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M
alaga City now has more
than 20 museums, making it
a truly worthy candidate for
European Culture City in

2016. And with the incorporation of
the Wine Museum, Heritage
Museum, Fine Arts Museum and
Holy Week Museum, its Historical
Quarter alone will have as many as
twenty-three museum facilities,
making Malaga one of the cities
with the highest density of
museums in its Historical Quarter.

There are options to suit
everyone’s tastes, from religious art
to the most contemporary artistic
expressions, as well as popular art,
interactive museums, and not
forgetting, naturally, Picasso,
represented by his Birthplace
Museum and the Malaga Picasso
Museum. Furthermore, there is the
additional advantage of the fact that
all are close to one another, most of
them in pedestrian areas with easy
access for everybody.

The glory of Picasso
The Picasso Museum, which
opened on 27 October, 2005, in the
newly-converted  Palacio de
Buenavista, has quickly become the
most important in the city. It owes
its existence to Pablo Picasso’s
desire for his work to be seen in the
city of his birth, to the combined
efforts of Christine and Bernard
Ruiz-Picasso to fulfil these wishes,
and to the ambition of the
Autonomous Government of
Andalusia to build a museum
devoted to an artist whose styles
and techniques changed the course
of modern art.

The collection is largely made up
of the donation made by Christine
Ruiz-Picasso, widow of the artist’s
eldest child, Paul Ruiz-Picasso,
consisting of 14 paintings, nine
sculptures, 44 drawings, a
sketchbook from the Royan series
containing a further 36 drawings,

58 engravings and seven ceramic
pieces. In all, 133 works, to which
Bernard Ruiz-Picasso, Paul’s son
and the artist’s grandchild, added
another 22 to the collection: five
paintings, two drawings, ten
engravings and five ceramics. In
the five years since it opened its

doors to the public, the Picasso
Museum has become a key element
in the cultural life of the people of
Malaga province.

The Pablo Ruiz Picasso
Foundation Museum in the Plaza de
la Merced has now become the
second Picasso museum in Malaga
City. It is located on the first floor of
the house in which the artist was
born and lived the first years of his
life. There are three rooms
dedicated to different artistic
means of expression used by
Picasso: ceramics, etchings and
illustrated books. A vitit to this
museum complements a visit to the
Picasso Museum, making for a
complete Picasso experience for art
lovers in Malaga City. 

Popular Arts Museum
This museum is located in the heart
of Malaga, in the former Victoria
Tavern, a building that dates back to

the 17th century. Following
completion of its purchase in 1974,
the building was restored and
refurbished as a museum, these
works lasting until 1976, when it was
inaugurated.

The initial objective was to
ensure the conservation and recov-
ery of the ethnographic heritage,
with the aim of showing the day-to-
day life of Malaga and the province
at its most characteristic levels, its
customs and activities, as well as to
recover objects that had been dis-
persed and were in danger of being
lost forever..

Bullfighting Museum
Built in 1874 by Joaquín Rucoba in
Neo-Mudejar style, the bullring is
located in Paseo de Reding, in the
district of La Malagueta and has
capacity for 14,000 persons. It was
inaugurated on 11th June 1876.
La Malagueta Bullring, which forms
a regular 16-sided polygon, houses
the Antonio Ordóñez Bullfighting
Museum where visitors will find an
array of objects relating to this art.
The articles on display include 'suits
of light' (the brightly adorned outfits
worn by the matadors and their
assistants), photographs, posters
and other valuable objects related to
what is considered, and called, the
'national festival'. The museum was
given its name in honour of the
legendary bullfighter from Ronda,
Antonio Ordóñez, who had so many
glorious triumphs in this bullring.

Alcazaba Archaeology
A didactic tour that explains,
through seven different units, the
importance of ceramics in Malaga
during the Muslim period and its
survival to the present day. There
is a collection of pieces recovered
from diverse urban sites, as well as
reproductions of original pieces
and some utensils and tools that
were used in making ceramics.

Cathedral Museum
The Cathedral Museum is located
in the former Cathedral Chapter
Room, built in the 18th century.
The exhibits are displayed in two
rooms with 19th century coffered
ceilings and the works include
objects from different places in the
Cathedral, such as the Ornament
Room or Treasury or the
aforementioned Chapter Room.

Marine centre
The Marine Centre-Museum was
created in 1989, following the
initiative of a group of persons who
loved the sea. The basic aim behind
the creation of this centre was to
disseminate knowledge on the
wealth and variety of marine life in
the Alboran Sea, as well as to make
visitors more aware of the need to
take care of and protect our marine
environment.

The Marine Centre-Museum  also
has a projection room with capacity
for 50 persons where videos are
screened, showing the different
marine species in their natural
habitat.

The museum city 
More to see than in most other cities

M A L A G A  C I T Y ’ S  N U M E R O U S  M U S E U M S

There are 
options      
here to suit 
everybody’s 
tastes

PORTRAITS. Picasso’s birthplace museum has an important selection of photographs and family possessions. / SUR

LEARNING ABOUT THE PAST. The Popular Arts museum has authentic exhibits. / SUR

POPULAR ARTS. A portrait of Ana Delgado, an Indian princess and a 14th century bowl from the Alcazaba  museum. / SUR

BULLFIGHTING. Costumes and photographs on display at the bullfighting museum. / SUR



T
he city of Malaga is one of
Spain’s oldest, with the
remains of architecture
dating from pre-historic

times to the Roman Empire and the
Moorish occupation, and excellent
examples of every period to the
present day. Here we take a look at
some of the more emblematic
structures in the city. 

The Alcazaba
This impressive building, dating
from the 11th century, was the
palace-fortress of the city's
governing Muslims, and was built
on the summit of a hill, adapted to
the relief of the surrounding
landscape. It is formed by two
walled areas, the lower, which is a

huge space that follows the
topography of the hill and
surrounds the upper part
completely. This latter, within
which the palace stands, is also
adapted to the lines of the hill and
has strong defensive elements at
each end. It has a lift that runs from
Calle Guillén Sotelo, behind the
Town Hall.

The Gibralfaro
was possibly a
Phoenician 
lookout point

NOVEMBER 2008SUR IN ENGLISH MALAGA WORLD TRAVEL MARKET XIMALAGA WORLD TRAVEL MARKETX NOVEMBER 2008 SUR IN ENGLISH

Gibralfaro castle
The name of this castle comes from
the Arab word Yabal (Hill) and
another derived from the Greek
Faruh (Lighthouse), which suggests
the possible use of the hill during
the Phoenician-Punic period as a
coast lookout point.

The name Gibralfaro is
frequently found in Arab sources
linked to a Muslim hermitage or
oratory built on the summit and
with a large cemetery extended
over the slopes. The references to
the fortifications as such are later,
as these were built in times of
Yusuf I (14th century).

In this period, the consideration
of the need to build a fortress to
protect the Alcazaba was probably
due to the generalisation of the use
of artillery and the fact that the
Alcazaba had no defence if attacked
from the slopes it stood on.

There is an Interpretation Centre
in the interior of the Castle.

Cathedral
The Catedral de la Encarnación
was erected on the site where the
city's main mosque had stood during
the eight centuries of Muslim

domination. Building on the
cathedral began in the first half of
the 16th century (1528) and
continued throughout the 17th and
18th century, although it is still
unfinished as it is missing the top
part of the main façade and the
south tower is incomplete.
Nevertheless, this fact has, over
time, become an original feature
that is the origin of its being
nicknamed 'La Manquita' (one-
armed). One of its most outstanding
features on the inside are the choir
stalls, with 42 sculptures carried out
by Pedro de Mena, Ortiz de Vargas
and Giuseppe Micael Alfaro, and the
two organs, magnificent musical
instruments that are rare examples
of 18th century pieces that have over
4,000 pipes and are still in good
working condition. Inside there is
also a Cathedral Museum.

Roman theatre
The Roman theatre is situated at the
foot of the Alcazaba. It was
discovered in 1951 during the works
to build a garden at the entrance of
the Citizens' Arts Centre.

The theatre was built in times of
Augustus and was used until the
third century. It was later used as a

quarry by the Moors to restore the
Alcazaba, where Roman column
shafts and capitals can be seen.
Today, the areas left uncovered are
the entrance gallery to the prosceni-
um (stage), which had a barrel vault-
ed ceiling, part of the orchestra area
of around 15 metres with three tiers,
a radius of 31 metres and a height of
16 metres, as well as the vomitorium
or accesses to the seating tiers.

Former Post Office
This building is modern, but its
curious design makes it well worth
a visit. It was designed by Teodoro
de Anasagasti and inaugurated in
1923 to house the Post Office, in a
Neo-Mudejar style that makes it an
extremely valued architectural
landmark in the city. The main
floor plan is square, with rounded
corners on the main façade in
which small circular towers have
been recessed, the one on the left
higher than the rest and with a
lean-to roof that gives it a certain
Oriental aspect. 

Used until 1986 as the Post and
Telegraph Office, it has now been
rehabilitated and transformed into
Malaga University’s Vice-
Chancellor’s Office.

A past to be proud of
Some of Malaga’s past has recently
been dug up, but most of it is above
ground and waiting to be seen 

L O O K I N G  A T  M A L A G A ’ S  P A S T

The cathedral 
is known by 
the people of 
Malaga as ‘The
one-armed” 

Roman 
column shafts 
and capitals 
can be seen in 
the Moorish 
Alcazaba  

ALCAZABA. Tourists rest and enjoy the views.

EXPLORING. A tourist walks in the castle grounds. GIBRALFARO. The castle ramparts afford a panoramic view of Malaga city and port

PROTECTING THE CITY. The Roman theatre. and the Alcazaba fortress

CATHEDRAL. Due to its unfinished state, the monument is known as ‘La Manquita’. 
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T
HE city of Malaga and its
province entered a new era of
overland communications last
year when the first high-speed

AVE train pulled into the new María
Zambrano station, right in the heart
of the city centre. And not far from
the centre, work continues on the
ambitious amplification of Malaga
Airport, which will make it one of the
biggest and most modern in Southern
Europe. But the word
‘communications’ also spells high
technology, and while visitors to and
from the city are being catered to by
improved road, rail and air transport
infrastructures, those who live and
work in the city of Malaga are also
being looked after in the best way
possible. The Andalusian
Technological Park has been up and
running for years, and has become a
reference point for technological
excellence since it opened, helping
provide a bright future for the
brightest of Malaga’s people. Sport,
entertainment, leisure and education
are all given top priority by the city
authorities, and for those who like to
shop in the most fashionable places,
Malaga City also fits the bill. 

This beautiful city may enjoy
looking back on its chequered
history and taking pride in its

architecture, its contemporary and
classical art collections, its graceful
Cervantes Theatre, its commercial
art galleries, its gardens and parks,
its top-division football and
basketball teams (Unicaja is one of
the best in the country) and its very
own beaches, but the city is also
making plans for an equally
privileged future.

Airport of the future
Last year, more than 13.5 million
people from all over the world passed
through Malaga Airport, the fourth
biggest in Spain and absorbing 7.3
per cent of national passenger
numbers. It doubled its passengers
numbers in a decade, going from 6.6
million in 1996 to 13 million last year,
and it is estimated that up to twenty
million passengers may be using the
airport by the year 2010. The only
way to meet this huge challenge of
the immediate future was clearly to
build a second runway and new
passenger terminal building, and
this is exactly what is being done.
When the new airport infrastructure
works has been finished, Malaga
Airport will be one of the biggest and
most modern catering to a city of
comparable size anywhere in the
world. With 3,000 new parking spaces

to be ready for the end of this year,
along with underground parking for
66 busses, the amplified airport will
be easy to get to, and once inside, the
big surprise will be to see what looks
more like a modern shopping and
leisure centre than a passenger
terminal. Shops of all kinds,
cafeterias, car rental offices,
restaurants and bars, jewellery
stores, pharmacy and banking
facilities: a delayed flight at Malaga
Airport in the future could well turn
out to be a blessing in disguise for
weary travellers. 

New railway station
To accommodate the arrival of large
numbers of new rail passengers to
Malaga City, RENFE railway station
underwent a complete facelift at the
end of last year, in which a total of
134.7 million euros was invested. As
part of the project, two new platforms
and eight tracks - three with the
normal national gauge, increasing
the number of trains using the
station by 60 per cent - were built for
the high speed service. A shopping
complex, ‘Vialia María Zambrano,’
named after a local philosopher and
comprising 102 different shops,
restaurants, a 13-screen multi-
cinema and a four star hotel, were all

built to accommodate the 24 million
passengers estimated to pass
through the station each year. The
station also includes links with the
local ‘Cercanías’ lines and is located
not far from the main bus station and
the port, which makes it the ideal
stopping place to spend an afternoon
with the family before heading off on
excursions.

Malaga Port
With regard to the port, work on a
second passenger terminal is under
way, and once finished will include a
customs control, tourist information

points and parking spaces for cars,
taxis and coaches. Passengers
disembarking at the port will also be
able to shop, eat or browse the new
facilities which include bars,
restaurants and an exhibition hall. 

Education
Many tourists to Malaga City over
the summer months do not realise
that over the months of the rest of the
year, Malaga turns into a student
city. Its university is among the most
prestigious in the country, known to
large numbers of Erasmus students
from all over the world. But perhaps
of more interest to many more
foreigners is the city’s reputation as
a language learning centre, with
dozens  of excellent language
academies throughout the city.

Film Festival
The Malaga Festival of Spanish Film
was founded in 1998, and in the
relatively few years since then, it has
established itself as one of the
nation’s top festivals of film, rapidly
gaining fame abroad as well. A large
part of the credit goes to Malaga
City’s own Hollywood film star,
Antonio Banderas, who with his wife
Melanie Griffith has devoted much
time to promoting the festival. 

More than a
beautiful city
Apart from tourism and
culture, Malaga is also
on its way to becoming
a city of the future

M O D E R N I S A T I O N

The Malaga 
Film Festival 
is one of the 
most 
prestigious    
in the nation

EXPANSION. Malaga Airport is currently being expanded as part of a multi million euro project / SUR

NEW. The Vialia shopping complex at the train station was inaugurated late last year.

EXCLUSIVE. The Larios Hotel is situated right in the heart of the city centre. / SUR GARDEN. The La Concepción garden has hundreds of tropical and subtropical plants. / SUR
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I
t takes more than a wide selection
of museums and old buildings to
qualify as a European Culture
Capital.  A worthy candidate

must also offer the cultures of all
periods, including the present, and it
must have a lively, forward-looking
resident population capable of living
up to the honour, if bestowed. Malaga
City has all these things, from the

well-known Picasso Museum, the
third in the world to show
exclusively the work of the great
Malaga artist, to contemporary art,
theatre and dance. But whether
Malaga City’s candidature turns out
to be successful or not, this city
continues on its way towards
becoming one of the most exciting
cultural capitals in Europe.

.Picasso Museum
This museum is the jewel is the crown
of Malaga City’s modern art
collections. It is located in the
Buenavista Palace, a beautiful late
15th century building acquired by the
state in 1997  to house the collection
of the future museum. The choice of
building reflected the express desire

of the principal donor, Christine
Ruiz-Picasso, who envisioned the
collection to be housed in a typically
Andalusian building.

Here we find more intimate works
of Pablo Picasso, whose titles alone
tell us that the subject matter leans
towards family and friends:
‘Portrait of Paulo in a White Hat’,
‘Portrait of a Woman in a White Hat’
(Jacqueline Roque), ‘Head of Marie-
Thérèse’, ‘Little Girl and her Doll’
(one of his sister and another of his
daughter, Paloma) and many other
intimate works.

The museum contains over 200
works of art by Picasso, between the
permanent collection and works on
long-term loan, and with paintings,
drawings, sculptures, ceramics and
etchings, they constitute a testimony
to the long and prolific career of the
artist.

In order to house temporary
exhibition galleries, as well as the
MPM Library and Documentation
Centre, the Education Department
and the Auditorium, various
adjoining buildings were adapted
and built, all of which were
harmoniously integrated into the
site of the palace and its
surrounding urban context.

Contemporary Art 
The Contemporary Art Centre,
known as the CAC, was established
by the Malaga City Hall in the heart
of the city, just a five minutes’ walk
from the port. It is, in fact,  in the for-
mer Wholesalers Market  designed in
1939 by the architect Luis Gutiérrez
Soto. In 2005, Rafael Moneo, the pres-
tigious winner of the Pritzker prize,
drew up a project for an extension,
which is expected to include a trian-
gular building on the current site.
One of the reasons for the centre’s
popularity is the fact that entrance is

free, and it is open on Sundays too,
which means that visitors can browse
at their leisure. The centre, which
was awarded the Malaga Capital
Mediterranean Culture Prize in 2005,
is going from strength to strength in
terms of the number of visitors and
the works exhibited. Last summer it
had the honour of showing its most
popular exhibition to date, titled
‘Sorolla: A Vision of Spain’.

Municipal Museum
This museum project was designed as
a reflection of what the city is, and
what it has been throughout its

history. The collection begins with
the the creation of the first Town Hall
in 1487, and continues up to the
present day.

This reality brings out the best of
the over 4,000 pieces that make up
the Town Hall collection.

Its clear objective is to link the
museum and the city. Therefore, on
top of the great effort put into the
selection and display of the pieces of
the collection, great emphasis has
been lain on the educational aspects
of the museum.

Air Transport
The National Airports and Air
Transport Museum is located in
Terminal 1 at Malaga Airport and
exhibits objects related to aviation
and airports, from the beginning of
the 20s to the present day.

It includes a control tower from
the 40s, which serves as an aircraft
observation point, historical avia-
tion publicity, access to the inside
of a DC9 cabin, aircraft engines
from different periods, models of
aircraft and airports, information
on different aeronautical profes-
sions, and, in short, all the instru-
ments and facilities that are to be
found in a civil airport. 

Culture capital 2016
With its magnificent cultural offer,
Malaga is a worthy candidate for
European Culture Capital 2016

A R T
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Contemporary
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last year 

The museum
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