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Juan José Imbroda

President of the Autonomous City

«A treasure that has

alway

BY VENTURA GARCIA

The passage through Melilla by very
different and deep-rooted
civilisations has left its mark on a
land which faces the challenges of the
new milennium as one of the
principle gateways of Europe on the
African continent. The variety of its
culture has made it an example of
coexistence for the rest of the world.

GOVERNMENT. Juan José Imbroda, president

In recent years this autonomous city
has known how to recover its
heritage, exhibit its beauty and
export a form of being which it makes
unique. The president of Melilla is
one of those responsible for this
surprising evolution.
Melilla has demonstrated how an
almost unknown region can, in just a
few years, compete with other
traditional destinations. What is the
secret?

4+

of the Autonomous City of Melilla. / sur

s existed»>

Enthusiasm, and work well done. The
city government has made strenuous
efforts to let the world know that in the
north of Africa, just twelve kilometres
in size, there is a Spanish and European
region where different cultures coexist
in harmony, a friendly and charming
place which enchants everyone who
knows it, a thousand year old enclave
which looks towards the future with
hope and the will to progress. The
treasure has always existed, we have

«Melilla is
friendly and
charming and
everyone falls
in love with it»

just opened the box and polished the
jewels.

What are the main assets of the city from
a tourism point of view?

In its small space, Melilla has
everything a visitor could wish for.
We have several kilometres of beaches
of fine sand and cliffs, a modernist
triangle and a historic old town, a
unique climate for practising nautical
sports, a rich gastronomy and a
Mediterranean lifestyle. Apart from
its beauty and its spirit, Melilla is also
the starting point for many journeys
into the heart of Africa.

Have there been many changes in Melilla
during the last few months?

This city is constantly evolving. Apart
from projects such as the Juan Carlos
I Forestry Park, the promotion of
Melilla la Vieja as a museum area and
the multi-use public square of San
Lorenzo which have recently been
brought to fruition, the first Berber
museum in Spain and the second
Sephardic museum will be opening
here soon. Nor should we forget to
mention the new maritime station and
the nine hole golf course, both very
different but both attractions for
visitors.

What would you say to a tourist who is
thinking of visiting Melilla?

Don’t hesitate, come and explore a city
which is completely different to any
other you may have visited. Stroll
through our streets, enjoy our tapas,
learn about our history and our artistic
heritage. We’re much closer than you
think, and we are keen to shorten
distances even further. Anybody who
experiences Melilla will want to come
back to such a lovely and hospitable

Javier Mateo Deputy Minister for Tourism

EXECUTIVE. Javier Mateo, Deputy Minister for Tourism in the Melilla Government /sur

«The Saidia complex
will be world class»

BY VENTURA GARCIA

Melilla has been able to adapt itself to
the demands and promote its image
abroad. The deputy minister for
Tourism, Javier Mateo, acknowledges
the results of the work carried out to
consolidate Melilla as a tourist
destination and ensure that tourism
becomes one of the economic pillars of
the region.

The city is becoming very involved in
tourism. Is that an important part of the
economy?

It may not be the main part, but it is
one of the fundamental sectors. Melilla
needs tourism to become one of its
main economic boosters because other

sources of wealth are in a period of
adaptation or are disappearing. In
Melilla, we are working to make the
tourism sector more professional and
convert it into a basic source of income.
What is needed for the product which
is Melilla to find its niche in the market?
We started along this road years ago,
defining a product which included
everything the city possesses: beach,
architecture, leisure activities,
sunshine and culture. We also opened
up points of sale and
commercialisation which had never
existed before and organised
alternative activities such as
conferences, adventures in the desert
and visits to Morocco. In fact, some of
these products combine perfectly and

make Melilla a place to visit as well as
a departure point for other
destinations. Apart from cruise
tourism, which is becoming
increasingly, this city wants to make
the most of the synergies created by
areas close to Morocco.

For more than a year now, national
tourism has been on the downturn or
has remained at the same levels. What
is the situation in Melilla?

Everyone knows that tourists get tired
of always going to the same places, and
the marketing of the products doesn’t
always attract them, or they look for
something really cheap. It’s a very
complex market. Fortunately, however,
this situation encourages people to look
for new alternatives such as

«We want
people to visit
Melilla for its
cultural
tourism»

«This

destination is

completely

ready to receive
tourists»

Melilla,which found a place in the
travel sector some time ago. This is a
new destination, completely ready to
receive tourists, very well managed
from a commercial point of view, and
it offers much more than a summer
holiday destination. There are more
and more cultural opportunities now.
It's surprising that Melilla is so involved
in cultural tourism.

Sunshine and beach tourism has
always worked well in Spain. We want
Melilla’s main attraction to be cultural
travel. That way, tourism will move
forward again and can operate at any
time of the year. We have just
celebrated the first anniversary of the
route around the different religious
buildings of the city and this is a
service which very few regions offer.
Also, the construction of the Sephardi
and Berber museums will be finished
soon.

Are you planning anything new in the
forthcoming months?

One of our objectives is to improve the
transport systems with new
connections. The new maritime station,
which is the most modern in Europe,
has already been built and we continue
to offer visitors the chance to enjoy a
few days in the desert in their own four
wheel drive vehicles or in rented ones
with a safety guarantee. The tourists
can also get to know the areas
bordering Melilla, by taking an
excursion along the fantastic Playa de
la Bocana beach, the streets of Nador,
the legendary Mount Gurugi and Cape
Tres Forcas, all in one day. But the
cherry on top of this particular cake
has to be the wonderful macro tourist
complex which is being built at Saidia,
just a few kilometres from here. From
next Spring it will be a world class
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Enjoy the experience of
the route of the temples

A journey into the soul of the people

VENTURA GARCIA/MAMEN MORATA/NAIMA MOHATAR

RANSFORMED by the

Phoenicians into a

commercial colony, used as a

strategic port by the Romans,
incorporated into the Caliphate of
Cordoba by the Moors and the
Crown of Castille by the Spanish,
Melilla retains and preserves the
footprints of all the civilisations
which contributed to its

development into a land of
interchange.

At present, four cultures coexist
side by side in a city which is proud
to be home to Christians, Muslims,
Jews and Hindus. The Route of the
Temples, which has been organised
by the Tourist Department, enables
visitors to learn about the principle
places of worship of these
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ARCHITECTURE. The city has hundreds of examples of modernism. / sur

Melilla’s

places of

worship can

be visited
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communities as well as their rites
and customs.

Proof of the fusion of cultures
and the respect between different
religions can be found in the fact
that in the Hindu temple, which
was built in 1975 and has just been
restored, 1975y reformado este
mismo afno, you can also admire
symbols of other religions. More
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MANDAR. Hindu temple. / SUR

deep-rooted in its own tradition, the
central synagogue also opens its
doors to the public so they can see
its vast legacy. Another important
religious centre on this route is the
Mosque of Zaouia Alauia, a place of
pilgrimage which is situated on the
Cerro de Palma Santa and whose
beauty surprises all those who visit
it. The Christian community’s
contribution to this initiative is its
oldest church, that of the Purisima
Concepcion. This is a chapel which
was built in 1657 on top of the
remains of the San Miguel temple,
right in the heart of the main
fortified precinct of the town.

But harmonious coexistence
between ethnic groups, different
religions and cultures expresses
itself in other ways in everyday life,
through gastronomy or language,
or at different times of year
through religious festivals. In this
way, the Christian Holy Week
processions coexist naturally
alongside the sacred fasting of
Ramadan, the Jewish Passover or
the Hindu Diwali, known as the
Festival of Lights. Another example
of multi-culturalism is the colourful
aspect of the streets of Melilla,
through the traditional clothing

CITY. The atmosphere in Melilla is magical at any time of day and reinforces the beauty of its sky and the warmth of its light ./ sur

CHURCH. Nave of the Purisima Concepcidn. / Sur

worn by its ethnic groups.

Heritage

Another perfect reflection of
Melilla’s rich diversity can be seen
at the city’s museums, which
recover, guard and display
hundreds of items. As well as the
Military Museum, Melilla has an
Archaeology and History Museum
which was created at the beginning
of the 20th century to conserve its
wealth of artefacts and documents.
Until now this has been situated in
the legendary Clock Tower, the
Torre del Reloj, of the Ciudad
Vieja, but it will soon be
transferred to the nearby Almacén
de las Penuelas to share space with
the Sephardi and Berber museums
which are almost unique in Spain.
However, Melilla, is a museum in
itself. The first fortified precinct
hides in its interior corners which
are just oozing with history and
are still in a perfect state of
conservation. The primitive water
deposits which used to supply the
local population, the Cuevas del
Conventico, the Tunel de la
Florentina, the Plaza de Armas and
thel Baluarte de las Cinco Palabras,
where in other times justice was

SYNAGOGUE. It has a vast heritage / sur

The streets of

the fortified

old town keep

alive five

centuries of

history

Melilla’s

modernist

triangle is its

greatest

treasure of

archaeology

meted out to prisoners who had
been condemned to death, keep
alive the memory of those who
built the walls of Melilla to protect
it from sieges by its enemies.,
mantienen vivo el recuerdo y la
memoria de quienes levantaron las
murallas de Melilla para protegerla
del asedio de los enemigos.

Just a few steps away from this
precinct is the Modernist Triangle,
an urban area which was
converted years ago into an open
shopping centre which surprises
tourists with its beauty and
originality. The work of the
illustrious architect Enrique Nieto,
who was a disciple of Antonio
Gaudi, transformed the image of
Melilla at the beginning of the last
century and helped it to take its
place among the European cities
with living examples of
modernism.

It must also be noted that this
region was wise enough to ignore
the urban boom of the 1960s and
1970s which is so noticeable
elsewhere, and this has enabled it
to conserve its essence until
present times, thereby saving its
wide coastline of beaches as well as
its traditional city districts.

FESTIVAL. The Medieval Market in a unique frame / sur
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A land

dedicated to

the pleasures

of life

Leisure, sport
and gastronomy

VENTURA GARCIA/MAMEN MORATA/NAIMA MOHATAR

HE first image of Melilla seen

by those arriving by sea is

that of the Ciudad Vieja, the

Old Town. Its unmistable
silhouette, bathed by the
Mediterranan and caressed by the
levante and poniente winds, rises
majestically above stones which
are loaded with history. Entering
its streets, visitors will discover
unique corners, natural landscapes
of incredible beauty and hidden
coves. Trapana and Galapagos are
small beaches hidden below the
walls but they are easily accessible
by those who love peace and
tranquility.

Following the coastline by boat,
or crossing the city by road to its
highest point, visitors will reach
the cliffs of Aguadu, an untouched
space which is ideal for swimming
or sunbathing. Those who prefer
white sand, sunbeds and sun
umbrellas can also enjoy several
kilometres of beach alongside one
of the prettiest seafront
promenades on the Spanish coast.
Their waters are used for regattas
all year around and this is an
unbeatable destination for lovers of
sailing.

The gardens of Melilla are no less
surprising to tourists. The
Hernandez Park, the Lobera and
that of Agustin Jerez are noted for
their beauty and their botanic
value. Another ‘green lung’ joined
these a year ago, namely the Forest
Park of la Granja. Its almost seven
hectares contain a perfect
combination of native species and
water features. Lakes, streams and

even a geyser imprint a freshness
for which visitors are grateful. The
periurban park of Rostrogordo is
also interesting. Surrounding the
fountain of the same name, this
protected area extends across the
top of the city like a green blanket
on which to spend a day enjoying
nature.

A forkful of food

It is also very difficult to resist the
varied local cuisine, which because
of the city’s diversity is probably
the clearest example of the fusion
style of cookery. In Melilla’s
generous tapas, tourists will find
the best way of assuaging their
hunger pangs, by trying little
helpings of meat, fish or small
filled rolls. There are numerous
restaurants which specialise in
tapas and they are to be found all
over the city. A popular way of
spending an evening is to visit
several of them, enjoying a drink
and a tapa or two in each.

Another option is to sample the
treasures of international cuisine.
Many restaurants offer dishes of
Hebrew and Berber origin on their
menus, and these are prepared with
the best ingredients and served
with exquisite good taste.

There are also traditional
Moorish cafés, places to sit back
and relax, enjoying the best mint
tea of the whole country or a rich
and varied selection of cakes and
pastries. Many of these cafés also
serve Berber food such as harera,
cous cous and traditional charcoal-
grilled meat kebabs.
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SPORT. Melilla has a nine hole golf course which, as well as being a tourist attraction, has restored a wasteland from an environmental point of view /sur
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BEACHES. They are of fine sand/ sur
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NAUTICAL. Yachts berthed at the city's Leisure Port./ sur
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LEISURE. The ‘Fuerte de Rostrogordo’. sports and leisure centre./ sur

Melilla is
well known
for the
hospitality
and
friendliness
of its people

Fun and enjoyment

It is so easy to have fun in Melilla
and as simple as visiting Puerto
Noray, a modern port complex
situated at the edge of the
Mediterranean where there are
tapas bars, restaurants, pubs,
casinos and shops. On its terraces,
with their sea views, visitors can
enjoy a healthy and select
environment at any time of day
while he or she admires the yachts
and leisure craft moored at the
quaysides.

This port is also the landing
point for tourists on the cruise
ships which stop in Melilla. More
and more people decide to leave the
ship and spend a few hours
exploring the city, getting to know
its historical buildings, shopping in
its stores, marvelling at the
diversity of its people and also at
some of its unique attractions. The
bullring, for example, is the only
one in use in the whole of Africa. It
is beautifully designed and is about
to be converted into a museum as
well.

Melilla is special in all senses of
the word. It may not be large, but
its twelve square kilometres are
more than sufficient to play sports,
as it has a golf course, a football
stadium and almost twenty paddle
tennis courts for public use. Its
proximity to Morocco also means
the town is the perfect destination
for lovers of motor sports. Some
tourist packages include trips into
the desert in four wheel drive
vehicles, and several private
companies offer similar excursions.

Many sports events are held in
Melilla each year, and these are
attended by hundreds of people
from all over the country. To
mention just one, Nautical Week
includes a regatta which is one of
the social highlights of the year and
attracts major sponsors. Summer in
Melilla is a particularly busy
season. Nautical Week takes place
in the summer, the patron saint’s
festival is a very important event in
September and the Mediaeval
Market is always held in July.
Visiting Melilla in the summer is a
very attractive proposition, but the
fact is that this hospitable,
generous, diverse and original city,
which is open to the world and
which has multiple cultural,
sporting and leisure attractions, is
the perfect destination during any
season of the year.
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